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I NT. BRI DGE
Captain Cortez is nmaking a | og.

CORTEZ
Captain’ s log, Stardate 92340.5.
The excel si or has been di spat ched
to planet Eribia VI to establish a
formal dialogue with its people.
The Eribian systemlies adjacent to
many of the Delta quadrant’s nore
popul at ed regi ons, and having free
passage through the sector would be
i nval uable in setting up a
Federati on presence. The Eri bi ans
have been very receptive to the
i dea of working with the
Federation, so | trust our
relations with themw |l continue
to inprove.

DI ORA
Captain, we have entered the
Eri bian system Estimate arrival
at the sixth planet in 22 m nutes.

CORTEZ
Thank you, M. Diora. Open a
channel to the Eribian Prinme

M ni ster.
Dl ORA

Yes, Captain. ... Captain?
CORTEZ

Yes?
Dl ORA

W are being hailed. By the
Eri bian Security Council.

CORTEZ
Ehm Al right. On screen.

The viewscreen switches froma starry viewto the incom ng
t ransm ssi on.

BOKK
I am Sergeant Bokk of the Eribian
Security Council. Please identify

yoursel f and state your business in
this sector.



CORTEZ
This is Captain Rachel Cortez of
t he Federation Starship Excel sior.
W are here to see Prinme Mnister
Nokt okl a on a m ssion of peace.

BOKK
Captain, your escort vessels wll
converge on your |ocation
nonentarily. Please cooperate/

The vi ewscreen shuts off.

Dl ORA
Transm ssi on ended, Captain.

CORTEZ
Escort? What are they thinking?

DI ORA
Two Eribain battleships on an
i ntercept course, Captain. The are
noving to match our trajectory and

headi ng.

CORTEZ
No one sai d anythi ng about an
escort.

DI ORA
Thei r weapons are arned.

CORTEZ
Then, | suggest we don’t argue with
their... assistance. Request

beam ng coordi nates for the Prine
Mnister's office. M. Doval,
you're with me.

DOVAN
In light of the signs of, ahem
hospitality, the Eribians have

shown, | insist on bringing along a
security detail. For the captain's
safety.

CORTEZ
Sounds | ogical. Have everyone in

Transporter Room 3 in 15 m nutes.



EXT. ERI Bl AN PARLAMENT COURTYARD

NARRATOR
Cortez, Dovan, and two security
of ficers have just beaned down.
Prime Mnister Noktocla is waiting
with his Chief of Staff.

NOKTOCLA
Captain Cortez. You are very
punctual. Allow nme to introduce ny
Chief of Staff, Jekan.

JEKAN
G eeti ngs.

CORTEZ

Prime Mnister, forgive nme if our
ship alarnmed you, but we are here
on a mssion of peace. The arned
escort was hardly necessary.

NOKTOCLA
Captain, I'"mnot convinced this
will be a very productive neeting.
Simply put, | don’'t yet have reason
to believe that the Federation has
anything to offer the people of
this planet.

DOVAN
That’s ridiculous! W're offering
you a trade and technology wth
hundreds of worlds in the Al pha
Quadr ant .

NOKTOCLA
As tenpting as you nake it sound,
do not forget that you aren’t the
only gal actic power capabl e of
maki ng such a generous offer. The
peopl e of the Eribian system need
strong allies, Captain, and so we
have not choice but to trust our
friendship to the strongest power
there is.

CORTEZ
(aghast, but controll ed)
Who is stronger than the
Federati on?



NOKTOCLA
Wiy... The Ronul an Star Enpire.

Dramati ¢ nmusi ¢ cue.

NOKTOCLA (cont’ d)
In fact, there’ s our official
representative now.

Enter Commander Rel an, foll owed by Subcommander Dut ui k.

RELAN

Captain Cortez, it is ny duty to

informyou that as of today, the

Eribian Systemis now a territory

of the Romul an Star Enpire.
OPENI NG SEQUENCE
Resume at the courtyard, with Cortez and Dovan facing off
agai nst Relan and Dutui k. Prime Mnister Noktocla stands
bet ween t hem

RELAN (cont’ d)
Yes, Captain, the agreenent was
signed into force only hours ago.
The Eribians were only too eager to
gain the friendship and protection
of the Enpire.

Cortez’ conmbadge chirps.

LORHROK
(di shelief)
Captain, three Romul an Warbirds
decloaking in orbit. W’re
surrounded.

CORTEZ
Acknow edged. Shields up and
st andby.

Cortez closes the channel with a tap of her conmbadge.

CORTEZ (cont’d)
Prime Mnister, | thought we had an
agreement. |If you were not
satisfied with our pact, why would
you not ask that we reconvene
negoti ati ons?

NOKTOCLA
It would seem you and your
Federati on haven't been entirely
forthcomng with certain..

( MORE)



NOKTOCLA( cont ' d)
details. You never nentioned that
your rivals were also finding their
way into our system That is a
cruci al security issue, and your
| ack of concern was nost
di sheart eni ng.

CORTEZ
| assure you, we had no intention
of wi thhol ding any data from you
Until now, we were unaware of
Rormul an activity in this system..
O this quadrant for that matter.
But, if you want to talk
decepti on. .

RELAN
Save your breath. As the Prine
M ni ster had nmade very clear, the
deed is done. Wthin six nonths,
an orbital defense platformand a
starbase will be orbiting this
planet. Qur Eribian Alies have
been nobst generous in accepting our
i mprovenents.

CORTEZ
(to Noctocl a)
A starbase? He prom sed you a
starbase within six nonths?

NOKTOCLA
It will require significant
sacrifices by our people, but the
increased trade will nore than
justify it.

CORTEZ
Oh, so YQU LL be doing the
Rormul ans’ heavy work? You m ght
want to talk to the Renans and see
how wel |l that works out.

NOKTOCLA
Who?

CORTEZ
Prime Mnister, please, our goa
was a nutual cooperation between
our worlds, and this man is
of fering you a weapons platform
The Federation’s mssion here is
one of peace.



RELAN
Peace? She speaks to you of peace?
The Romul ans have not instigated a
war in over a century! Wat is the
Federation’s record, precisely?

CORTEZ
Are you...?

RELAN
Oh, that's right... The
Federation’s failure to settle with
the Dominion led to the biggest and
bl oodi est war in the history of the
Quadr ant .

CORTEZ
(per pl exed)
“Settle” with the DOM NI ON?! You
don’'t--

DUTUI K
That’ s enough, Captain. The Prine
Mnister isn't interested in your
justifications. | suggest you
return to your ship, while you
still have a ship to return to.

CORTEZ
It would appear I amin no position
to argue. Good day, Prine
M ni st er.

Cortez taps her commbadge.

CORTEZ (cont’d)
Cortez to Excelsior- five to beam
up.

Cortez and Dovan, and the security detail are beaned back to
t he ship.

NOKTOCLA
Conmmander Rel an, what we are doing
is not the Eribian way. W did, in
fact, have an agreenent with the
Federation. To w thdraw wi thout a
valid objection shows a | ack of
character.



DUTUI K
| can appreciate the strong code
your people live by, Prime
M nister. Rest assured, the
Ronmul an people also live by a
strict code of ethics. Renenber
this... we are willing to share our
cl oaki ng device and singularity
drives. Did the Federation pron se
any such thing?

NOKTOCLA
. no.

DUTUI K
And we have sworn to protect your
worl d, as we would our very own
honme soil. Was Starfleet willing
to say that?

NOKTCOCLA
. no.

DUTUI K
(smug)
Then renenber your place, and know
t hat what you’ ve done is for the
good of your people.

I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM
Cortez, Dovan and their security detail have just
materialized. |Imrediately, Cortez storns out the door.

CORTEZ
Call the senior staff to nmy ready
room Meeting in ten mnutes.

DOVAN
Capt - -.

CORTEZ
Ten. M nut es.

| NT. READY ROOM
The Senior Staff is assenbl ed around the conference table.



LORHROK
Captain, | understand the
i nportance of establishing good
relations with the neighboring
systens, but fromwhat you' re
telling us, what’'s done is done.
Shoul dn’t we just chalk this up as
a loss and nove on to the next
strange, new worl d?

YABARI
Allow nme to interject. Normally,
Lorhrok, that may be a reasonable
option, but the Ronul ans have
turned this into a situation we
can’'t afford to ignore.

Yabari activates the viewscreen.

YABARI (cont’ d)
This is a map of Romul an space. ..
Romul us, Renus, and outlying
systens and territories. It takes
up an enornous chunk of the Beta
Quadrant. The Romnul ans spent
decades solidifying their foothold
in their own sector of space... in
secret. As you can see, the
farthest territories skirt rather
close to the Delta Quadrant. In
fact, when Adm ral Janeway was
stranded in the Delta Quadrant, her
origi nal course honme woul d have
t aken her through a significant
part of Romul an space.

LORHROK
And how, exactly, did she plan on
getting an Intrepid-class ship
t hrough the entire Ronul an Enpire
in once piece?

YABARI
At the tinme, that problem was an
estimted 67 years away. | believe

her log said, and | quote, “W’|
cross that bridge when we cone to
it.”

CORTEZ
The Romul ans have been desperate
for newterritory since the | oss of
t hei r homewor| d.



YABARI
For over two hundred years, right
up until Tomed, the Romul ans built
an Enpire that stretched across two
Quadrants. Now that Enpire is
weakened, and they're wanting to
repair the damage by grabbing nore
territory.

LORHROK
But, how exactly did the Ronul ans
get into the Delta Quadrant in the
first place? Wen did that happen?

YABARI
W don’t know... But... Starfleet
Intelligence has noted sone
unexpl ai ned activity com ng from
the lIconian Gateway. 1t’s been
sendi ng out readings indicating
shi ps passing through, but sensors
haven’t registered any vessels
actually entering the Gateway.

CORTEZ
If these were actually cl oaked
Rormul an shi ps passi ng through, how
many are we dealing with?

YABARI
Again, we don’'t know. But, it
could be just the three we’ ve seen
here... or as many as twenty.

CORTEZ
Is there any way we can anal yze
t hose |l ogs further? Possibly
narrow down whi ch ones could be
attributed to Ronul an trespassing?

YABARI
Not |ikely. There's too many
vari abl es, not to nention the fact
that we're still not really sure
how t he gateway works in the first
pl ace.

LORHROK
But again... The Ronul ans have a
treaty in hand. W don’t. \What
| everage do we have in this
situation?



CORTEZ
The Romul ans want this systemfor
t he sane reasons we do, trade and
travel. That’s all well and good.
However, if they re opening a
weapons pl atform here, they nust be
pl anning a very rapid expansion of
their mlitary in the Delta
Quadrant. If that’s the case, we
don’t want themto get a foothold
here, with an Iconian Gateway on
one side, and the threshold of Borg
space on the other.

EXT. ERI Bl AN PARLAMENT COURTYARD

NARRATOR
Back on the surface..

NOKTOCLA
So who are these ‘Remans’ the
Federati on captain nenti oned?

RELAN
A | abor class who have served the
Rormul an Enpire for generations. W
keep their planet secure and in
gratitude, they provide us with the
m neral s needed by the Enpire. It
is the same arrangenent we wil |l
soon have with your Eribian
nei ghbors.

NOKTOCLA
Now wait, this is sounding |like
anot her way of saying ‘slavery’.

RELAN
| conpletely understand. Prine
M nister, let me show you the
di fference. Wuld you join ne back
on ny ship?

NOKTOCLA
Yes.

RELAN
Certainly. M first officer wll
escort you to the beam out
coor di nat es.

10.



11.

DUTUI K
Pl ease foll ow ne.

Dut ui k and Nokt ocl a beam out.

I NT. ROMULAN | NTERROGATI ON ROOM
Dut ui k and Nokt ocl a beam i n.

NARRATOR
Dutui k has taken Noktocla to an
interrogation room Arnmed guards
escort the prine Mnister to a seat
in the mddle of the room

NOKTOCLA
VWhere i s the Comrander ?

DUTUI K
You m sunderstand. This neeting is
not between the Conmander Rel an and
yourself. This is between you...
And the Tal Shiar.

NOKTOCLA
What the... Hey, let go of ne!

Two Romul an Centurions grab Noktocla from either side, soon
after we hear the sound of him being punched in the gut.

I NT. ROMULAN WARBI RD

NARRATOR
In Commander Relan’s ready room he
stares at a hol ographi c map of
Eribia VI. A young Centurian
enters, carrying a PADD

KI FAL
Sir, an encrypted transm ssion just
arrived fromour convoy in the
Chal tok system High priority.

RELAN
Thank you, Kifal.

Kl FAL
Conmmander. . .

RELAN
Hnf?



KI FAL
Forgive nme for asking... But
consi dering our resources are at
critically low levels, why are we
wasting so nuch strengthening these
weakl i ngs?

RELAN

You nean, the Eribians?
Kl FAL

Yes, sir.
RELAN

You don’t approve of our orders,
Centurion?

KI FAL
It’s not that, Sir. It's just...
Way focus so nuch on this one
pl anet? There are hundreds of
others out there we could claim

RELAN
Fromthis planet, the Enpire can
becone strong again, this time in
the Delta Quadrant.

Kl FAL
But if the Federation already had a
claimhere, why not pick another
pl anet on which to revive the
Enpire? The Delta Quadrant is
certainly big enough.

RELAN
Centurion... I’msorry, but your
age is showing. You did not serve
during the Borg Incursions. For
years, the Borg would w pe out
entire Rormul an colonies, while the
Federation sat by idly and did
not hi ng!

KI FAL
Did we request their aid?

RELAN
They woul d have turned us down if
we had-- or worse, used the
di version as an opportunity to raid
our space!

( MORE)

12.



RELAN( cont ' d)
No, Starfleet was nore than happy
to let us deal with the eneny at
our gates... until, of course, a
cube managed to nake its way
t hr ough Ronul an space into the
Al pha Quadrant. Suddenly, the
Federati on was very prepared to
cooperate with us! Everything
changes when Earth is in danger!

Rel an conposes hinsel f.

RELAN (cont’ d)
If we are to press forward and
claimthis space as our own, then
we cannot afford to | eave our
borders unguarded. Every planet on
the Borg perinmeter needs a defense
platform starting here.

KI FAL
And now we nust prepare this planet
for our own uses, because we cannot
trust the Federation for help.

RELAN
Indeed. It goes beyond that,
Kifal. Sonme intelligence reports

have even suggested that Starfl eet
has been capturing Borg drones and
freeing themfromthe collective,
in exchange for their intelligence.
Sone of the newer starship designs
even | ook |ike they m ght use Borg
technology. |If this is true, the
terrans are nmessing with secrets
that could get us all killed.
Starfleet isn't just unable to
defeat the Borg, they have a vested
interest in maintaining access to
Borg technol ogy. To answer your
question, that is why we are here.

I NT. ROMULAN COMVANDER S READY ROOM

NARRATOR
After his “briefing” by the Tal
Shiar, Noktocla is nade confortable
and escorted to the Commander’s
ready room



REL AN
Thank you for bringing our guest,
Subconmander. You are disnissed. |
can assure the Prine Mnister that
he won’t be needing any nore...
advi sing... fromyou.

NOKTOCLA
You’ve got a lot to answer for,
Rel an. Your first officer
assaul ted ne! What kind of trust
do you Romul ans want to rely on?
And what is the Tal Sh-

RELAN

(i nterrupting)
We DON T--- need to speak of that
here. Suffice to say that our
partnership with your world is
sonet hi ng on which the Ronul an
Enpire places its highest
i nportance. So nuch so that ny
actual First Oficer was
tenporarily reassigned so that |
could be... advised... by one of
t heir highest Intelligence
branches. Dutuik knows as well as
I do that at the edge of your
qguadrant are invading forces the
i kes of which you ve never
dreanmed. |If the Romul ans and the
Eri bi ans don’t work together to
noni tor what cones fromthose
di stant star systens, both our
people wi Il becone victins.

NOKTOCLA
So you say, and on that point we
agree... But you can't gain ny

peopl e’ s help by mani pulating their
culture and asking us to take from
our neighbors. You're asking our
world to becone... Yours.

RELAN
I”ve watched ny world die,
Nokt ocl a. Wat we’'re doing to
yours will be paradi se by
compari son

14.



15.

NOKTOCLA
This was not our agreenent!
I nvadi ng other worlds is not our
way!

REL AN
Don't be so naive. You know the
Borg. You know what they can do.
Wt hout us, what is to stand
bet ween Eribia VI and being
assinm | ated?

NOKTOCLA
Not hi ng. W’ d be hel pl ess.

RELAN
And if you’' re hel pl ess, what about
Eribia VI1?

NOKTOCLA

They... Wuld al so perish?

RELAN
Is there ANY doubt, if you | eave
themto their current defenses?

NOKTOCLA
No.

RELAN
So... By bringing them under our
protection, we’'re actually saving
them fromtheir own weakness when
t he invasion cones. And it IS
comng, ny friend.

Nokt ocl a cannot think straight anynore, he is bruised and
bl eedi ng.

NOKTOCLA
... see.

RELAN
Then you will order the depl oynent
of our occupation fleet.

NOKTOCLA
... can’t. I’'msorry, it goes
agai nst everything we stand for.
RELAN
(angry)

Then. . .
( MORE)



RELAN( cont ' d)
It would seem we need to redefine
t he paranmeters of our partnership.

NOKTOCLA
Perhaps if we...
RELAN
That will be all, Prine Mnister.

Centurion Kifal will show you to
the transporter room

I NT. READY ROOM

NARRATOR
In the Captain’s Ready Room
Cortez, Yabari, and Dovan conti nue
to assess their options.

DOVAN
If the Romul ans al ready have a pact
with the Eribians, how long wll
they tolerate our being in orbit?
For that matter, why do they
tol erate us now?

CORTEZ
The Romul ans weren’t planning on
having to deal with us so soon, so
t hey need a show of force. | think
by allowing us to interact with the
Eri bi ans, they’'re show ng that we
aren’t a threat.

YABARI
Agreed. At this point, the
Rormul ans woul d typically try to
usurp as much of the | oca
government as possible. [If they
are indeed planning on building a
starbase, they're going to need raw
materials and | abor, and lots of
t hem

DOVAN
They' || be | ooking nearby. W’re a
little too far fromhone to be
shipping in reinforcenents from
Romul an space.

CORTEZ
I think we touched on a nerve when
I nmentioned the Renmans.

( MORE)

16.



CORTEZ(cont ' d)
Are there any planets nearby that
coul d provide m neral s?

YABARI
The nei ghboring world, Eribia VII
has abundant deposits of titanium
duranium and iron. It also has a
si zabl e popul ati on.

CORTEZ
Per haps we could partner with the
people of Eribia VII, or at |east
warn them of the Ronul ans’ possible
i ntentions.

YABARI
Negative, Captain. The popul ation
Eribia VIl is pre-industrial. |It’s
too early to contact them

DOVAN
Vll, in tinmes of pending invasion

by another interstellar power,
there are | oopholes in the Prine
Directive...

CORTEZ
Per haps, Commander, but |’ m not
convi nced we’re out of options.

I NT. ROMULAN | NTERROGATI ON ROOM
Rel an and Dutui k are neeting.

NARRATOR
Deep inside the Ronul an Ship,
Commander Rel an and Subcommander
Duti uk have another neeting, off
the record..

DUTUI K
Nokt ocl a i s wavering, Conmmander.
He cannot be allowed to jeopardize
this project.

RELAN
| have the situation under control



18.

DUTUI K
I"mafraid that’s not good enough.
Renenber, you may be in command of
this ship, but as far as this
m ssion is concerned, the Tal Shiar
considers it too critical to
entrust to one Commander. That’s
why | was assigned to be your
“advisor”. M presence here
ensures the Tal Shiar that no
m stakes will be nade.

RELAN
Everything is going according to
the plan |l aid out by central
command.

DUTUI K
Then why is STARFLEET still here?
Wiy do you all ow Noktocla to
continue to consort with thenf!

RELAN

The Eribians are a proud peopl e.
They prom sed a pact to the
Federati on, and now need to
withdraw. If we do not allow them
to do so at their own discretion

it will underm ne their confidence
in us. The Excelsior’s presence is
a conplication, but one that wll
resolve itself w thout our help.

DUTUI K
It is an unnecessary ri sk.

RELAN
So is allowi ng your new ally to see
your weaknesses. Tell ne, if you
were in charge of a |lonely planet
in the mddle of a giant star
system and you were going to ally
yourself with an Enpire from across
t he gal axy... who woul d you choose?
Wuld it be the Romul ans, who are
rebuil ding an enpire and needing to
rel ocate hundreds of thousands of
refugees from our destroyed
homewor | d?

( MORE)



19.
RELAN( cont ' d)

O, would you choose the friendly
Federati on, who will give you
access to all their technol ogi es,
as long as you let them downl oad
your mnusic and put up an enbassy on
sone island no one ever visits?

DUTUI K
Exactly. We nust take this planet
now, before Starfleet takes it upon
t hensel ves to police this quadrant
t 0o.

RELAN
Dutui k, let’s pretend I'’mactually
in charge of nmy own ship and do
this my way. W’'re in the mddle

of another quadrant-- Qur treaties
with the Federation and the
Kl i ngons don’t exist here. If the

Prime M nister renews negotiations
with the Federation, we can bl ast
that ship out of orbit and seize
the planet within 36 hours. Even
if 1”"’mwong about this, the planet
is as good as ours.

EXT. ERI Bl AN PARLAMENT COURTYARD

NARRATOR
Captain Cortez has once again
joined Noktocla in the courtyard.
The two continue to try and find
some accept abl e conprom se.

CORTEZ
So, the first concession in your
pact with the Ronul ans grants
Eribia VI unlimted access to
cl oaki ng technol ogy?

NOKTOCLA
Yes. It was their first offer.

CORTEZ
I find that very significant. The
Romul ans’ cl oaki ng technol ogy is
one of their best-guarded secrets.
We know that it puts an incredible
strain on a ship’s shields and
deflector array, so it woul d make
sense to only offer it to partners
with a tactical need for it.



NOKTOCLA
Even still. That’s just one
cl ause. Mbdst of the pact focuses
on inproving the quality of life on
our planet, and reaching out to our
nei ghbors on other worlds. W nmade
it very clear that Eribia wasn't
signing a pact that would pull us
into a war.

CORTEZ
Perhaps so... But there’'s no way
t he Romul ans woul d all ow you to
have cl oaked ships if they didn't
pl an on you using them

NOKTOCLA
Captain, | appreciate your insight.
The Romul ans are still very nuch

strangers to us.

CORTEZ
Knowi ng what has happened back on
our side of the galaxy wll make
their actions here appear nore
| ogical. Ever since the
destruction of Romulus, the
Romul ans have been weaker than
t hey’ ve ever been in their history.
And ever since they ve nade contact
with the Federation, the Ronul ans
have taken great measures to never
appear weak.

NOKTOCLA
Under st andabl e. Show ng weakness
woul d give opportunity to your
enem es.

CORTEZ
I ndeed. There was one case, which
eventual |y becanme known as the
‘Toned Incident’...

I NT. ERIBI AN CH EF OF STAFF' S OFFI CE
Dutui k i s neeting Jekan.

NARRATOR
After hours, in Jekan's office,
Dut ui k beans in behind | ocked doors
for an unschedul ed neeti ng.



DUTUI K
Noktocl a is wavering, Jekan. You
told ne that he was a nman of
resol ve.

JEKAN
He is, but he is inexperienced with
matters such as these. He is used
to wasting tinme with the
politicians, even in tinmes of
crisis.

DUTUI K
Qur Senate was once the sane way,
and that caused us to | ose our
homeworl d. The Tal Shiar is no
longer willing to tol erate needl ess
delays. |If we cannot work with
your people, we may need to work
agai nst them

JEKAN
VWhen the tinme cones, rest assured,
you wi Il have the support of the

Eri bi an Def ense Force.

EXT. PRIME M N STER S OFFI CE

NARRATOR
Meanwhi |l e, back in the Prine
Mnister’s office...

NOKTOCLA
Per haps | have given you the w ong
i npression, captain. | thought it

best to clarify our position with
t he Ronul ans.

CORTEZ
Has there been a change?

NOKTOCLA
More of a reassertnent of our
interests and goals. The Romul ans
bring power, but we cannot all ow
themto use that to rob us of our
identity.

CORTEZ
Power has a way of doing that, on
many wor | ds.

21.
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NOKTOCLA
So, we have infornmed Commander
Rel an that the Ronul an presence on
Eribia will need to be built
t hr ough our own hard work, and not
with the | abor of our planetary
nei ghbors. If it takes ten years
instead of a few nonths, so be it.

CORTEZ
| amglad you were able to avoid
such conflict. It is... a tribute

to your | eadership.
Cortez’ conmbadge chirps.

DOVAN
Excel sior to Cortez.

CORTEZ
(taps badge)
Cortez here, go ahead.

DOVAN
Thr ee Ronul an war bi rds have | eft
orbit, on a course for Eribia VII.

CORTEZ
(al ar med)
Acknow edged.

DOVAN
And Captain... They re being
acconpani ed by two Eribi an
battl ecrui sers.

NOKTOCLA
VWhat ? On whose order!?

The Prine Mnister’s conputer termnal flashes a security
nmeno.

COWPUTER
ALERT! Prine M nister Noktocla has
been reported m ssing by his
security staff. He was |ast seen
with a visiting dignitary fromthe
Uni ted Federation of Planets.
Tall, brown hair, named “Rachel
Cortez”. She is arnmed and
dangerous. Report any sighting to
par | ament security at once.

( MORE)



23.
COMPUTER( cont ' d)

By procedure, Chief of Staff Jekan
is assuming the role of Prine
M nister until Noktocla's recovery.

Jekan has entered the roomsilently.

JEKAN
Both of you, cone with ne.

NOKTOCLA
Jekan! \Wsat are you doi ng?

JEKAN
I’mtrying to recover you from your
t reacher ous ki dnappi ng by
Starfleet. Unfortunately, for ny
plan to work, you' |l have to be
killed during the attenpted rescue.

CORTEZ
(tappi ng commbadge)
Two to beam up, NOW

Sound of simnultaneous phaser fire and transporter energizing.

I NT. EXCELSI OR BRI DGE

NOKTOCLA
What the hell is going on here?

CORTEZ
That’ s usually ny |ine.

NOKTOCLA
See if you can contact those
batt! ecrui sers.

CORTEZ
Ensi gn, hail them

Rl CKY
No response, Captain.

CORTEZ
Hai | the Ronul ans.

Rl CKY
No response.

NOKTOCLA
Captain, you can’t let themdrag
our people into a war. Stop them



24.

CORTEZ
You realize by asking us to
interfere, you' re jeopardizing your
relations with the Romul ans.

NOKTOCLA

My first duty is to my own people.
CORTEZ

Ensign... Hail the Ronulans a

little nore urgently. A mfor
their shield generators.

A heavy burst of phaser fire rattles the shields of the
Rormul an Warbird. Conmander Rel an appears on the viewscreen.

RELAN
You'd do well to renenber this is
not your fight. Firing on us here
is an act of war.

CORTEZ
You know as well as | do that the
Romul an Enpire is not prepared to
wage anot her war agai nst the
Feder ati on.

RELAN
Perhaps not... But I’mcertain that
out here, three warbirds could
easily dispatch your ship, and by
the time any Starfleet team showed
up to investigate, all evidence of
our involvenment woul d be | ong gone.

NOKTOCLA
It was | who fired on you, Relan.
The captain here is nerely offering
her assistance. |’ mthe one
ordering you to stand down.

RELAN
I"mafraid it’s too late, Prine
M nister. You gave the order to
attack.

NOKTOCLA
I gave no such order

RELAN
Oh, but you did. O at |east,
Jekan did, on your behal f.

( MORE)



25.
RELAN( cont ' d)

It woul d seem he understands the
needs of your people better than
you do.

Jekan appears behind Rel an on the viewscreen.

NOKTOCLA
Jekan, what are you doing on that
shi p?

JEKAN

I’msorry, Prine Mnister, but
there’s sinply too nuch at stake
here to go through proper channels.
The Romul ans are offering to
advance our planet by generations
within a matter of nonths. | won't
all ow you to throw that away.

I NT. ROMULAN WARBI RD

JEKAN
Commander, close the channel to the
Excel si or.

RELAN
The Prinme Mnister is far | ess dead
t han he’s supposed to be.

JEKAN
It doesn’t matter. No one saw him
| eave.

RELAN

You' d better be right. The | ast
thing we need is an uprising on
bot h of your planets.

ROMULAN COW OFFI CER
I ncom ng nessage from Eri bi an
batt!| ecrui ser

The captain of one of the Eribian Battl ecruisers appears on
screen.

ERI Bl AN CAPTAI N
Yes, sir?

JEKAN
| regret that we are still unable
to locate the Prinme Mnister.

( MORE)



JEKAN( cont ' d)
W have reason to believe the
Federati on ship was cooperating
with Eribia VIl in arranging his
ki dnappi ng. As soon as the
Excel sior is in weapons range,
destroy it. O ose channel.

RELAN
You realize, by destroying that
ship, you are assumi ng the position
of Prime Mnister?

JEKAN

(snug)
Do what nust be done.

I NT. EXCELSI OR BRI DGE

NOKTOCLA
| have a suggestion. Meet the
i nvasi on force head-on and drop
your shields. Qur customis to
never refuse a surrender. W’'d
force themto stop

CORTEZ
Not a chance, Prine Mnister. Your
people mght be inclined to settle
this peacefully, but there’s no way
I’mgoing to drop this ship's
defenses in front of three arned
Ronmul an War bi r ds.

NOKTOCLA
Qur code dictates that to strike
down a defensel ess opponent, rather
t han negotiate, indicates a defeat,
regardl ess of the outcone.

CORTEZ
Noktocla, with all due respect,
ri ght now those ships of yours are
under the control of one of our
worst enemies. | can’'t take that
chance.

LORHROK
I m ght have a suggestion. Prine
M ni ster, your agreenent with the
Ronmul ans al | owed you access to
t heir cloaking technology. Have
any of your battlecruisers been
fitted with the device yet?

26.



NOKTOCLA
I’msorry, that’'s classified.

CORTEZ
If Lorhrok has a way to stop them
and keep this ship in once piece,
I"d call that a ‘need to know .

CORTEZ (cont’d)

(To Lor hrok)
What’ s your idea, Leiutenant?

I NT. ROMULAN WARBI RD

KI FAL
The Federation ship is firing,
Conmander ! They' re targeting our
engi nes.
RELAN
(To Jekan)
Wl |, Jekan, perhaps we can show

your people how the Romul ans deal
with infiltrators. Elimnate them

I NT. EXCELSI OR BRI DGE

Rl CKY
Phaser damage, forward shields down
38%

DOVAN
I"mpretty sure we have their
attention

CORTEZ

Aim for the Romul ans, maxi mum
strength. Fire two rounds. Then
go to warp 8 and head straight for
that asteroid belt.

RI CKY
Captain! |I--

CORTEZ
Do it!



I NT. ROMULAN WARBI RD

Kl FAL
They’ ve passed us!

DUTUI K
Looks |i ke we have them running
scared. | highly recommend we

finish them off, Conmmander.

RELAN
Agreed. Pursuit course.

I NT. EXCELSI OR BRI DGE

Rl CKY
Al'l five ships are cl oaking.
CORTEZ
Doesn’t matter. They're right
behind us, | prom se you
Rl CKY

We are entering the asteroid belt.

CORTEZ
Good work, ensign. Maintain
maxi mum r easonabl e speed. Lorhrok
can you do it?

LORHROK
Two quantum t or pedoes ready to go,
| oaded into aft torpedo bays.

CORTEZ
Have each torpedo target the other,
i npact 1, 000 kil ometers behind us.
FI RE!

A gigantic explosion rips through the m nefield.

CORTEZ (cont’d)
Prepare two nore torpedoes, fire
when ready.

Anot her expl osi on.
NOKTOCLA

Your weapons are breaking up
hundreds of asteroids in our wake.
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CORTEZ
My peopl e have a word for that,
Prime Mnister. W call it
“shrapnel .”

I NT. ROMULAN WARBI RD

KI FAL
We're losing the integrity of the
cl oaki ng device! There’'s too nuch
guantum i nterference!

RELAN
Never m nd! Divert all power to
shi el ds.

KI FAL

... can’t. Shields are failing.
We're deflecting too nmuch debris.

RELAN
Then bring us to a stop.

Sound of engi nes powering down.

RELAN (cont’ d)
Do we still have weapons?

KI FAL
Yes sir, but... | advise against
using them CQur deflectors are
totally overl oaded... W can’'t
cl oak or use shields.

RELAN
How qui ckly can we restore thenf?

KI FAL
Not fast enough. The Federation
ship is hailing us.

JEKAN
| suggest you listen to what they
have to say.

CORTEZ (V. Q)
This is Captain Cortez of the
Federation Starship Excelsior. |'m
here to informyou that this attack
i s not sanctioned by the Eribian
governnment, and |I’mordering you to
stand down.



RELAN
The Eribians are nenbers of the
Rormul an Enpire, Starfleet has no
jurisdiction here. On what
authority do you attack our ships?

NOKTOCLA (V. Q)
On ny authority, Relan. Consider
our pact annul | ed.

EXT. ERI Bl AN PARLAMVENT COURTYARD
Cortez and Noktocla are wal ki ng toget her.

NOKTOCLA
| admre the the bravery of your
ship and crew, Captain. Sending
one ship against three Romul an
Warbirds and two Eri bi an
Battl eshi ps was quite a ganbl e.

CORTEZ
I had full confidence in ny crew.
Lor hrok knew t he cl oaki ng device
was a huge power drain on the ship,
all he had to do was find a way to
safely overload it.

NOKTOCLA
Trusting the Ronul ans was a m stake
on our part, | can see that now. |
do regret that we will not be able

to join forces with the Federati on.
I can see you woul d have been
sincere allies.

CORTEZ
It is not too late. Are you sure
you won’t reconsider?

NOKTOCLA
I’mafraid not, Captain. | nearly
threw ny people into a war because
I chose an ally w thout know ng al
the facts. That is a risk we
cannot take again. The Eribian
systemw |l remain, until further
notice, unaffiliated with any
powers from your side of the
gal axy.



CORTEZ
Under st andable. This sort of thing
has happened before.

NOKTOCLA
Gh?

CORTEZ
Many of our quadrant’s early
conflicts were caused by m ning
di sputes. The Federati on,
Romul ans, and Kl ingons fought many
battl es over claimto mneral-rich
pl anet s.

NOKTOCLA
It would seem that nmany of you
can't | eave those old wars behind.

CORTEZ
It became a way of life for many of
us. It takes a lot of mnerals to
create a fleet of starships.

NOKTOCLA
...And lots of mnes to get those
m neral s.

CORTEZ
| ndeed.

NOKTOCLA
Al t hough we cannot enter into a
treaty with your people, captain,
pl ease know that your ship and crew
will always be welcone on this
pl anet as guests.

CORTEZ
Thank you, Prime Mnister. Please
keep in touch

Cortez taps her commbadge.

- END-

CORTEZ (cont’d)
Cortez to Excelsior. One to beam
up.



